650 Dominion Street,
Winnipeg, Mene.

July 14, 1938.

Kajor weorge W. Northwood, lM.C.,
London and VWestern Irust Building,

Dear Major Northwood:

Major J. K. Bell, Q0.C., Winnipeg Rifles,
Telephoned me asking that I write you setting out my
Overseas contacts with the late W. A. Aldritt, D.C.M., who
died of heart disease several years ago. I understand that
this letter is deslgned to supply evidence in fighting the
case for his widow and family for pension on, it may be,
compaszionate grounds.

L had intimste contact with Aldritt before
the war and auring our service in Canada and Overseags. It is
just possible that he joined us at valcartier, but I think it
was on salisbury Plains. I know the circumstances which
brought him t0 us. ihe late major General 3. P. Lipsett,
DeSe0e, had a "mob" (I use the word advisedly) of us raw
militiamen to whip into shape for service in ¥France. Ve knew
little of militery discipline, and cared less. Later, when
under iire, we came to appreciate its value. [ don't know
wihether he gent 1Tor Aldritt through ¢ol. 0'Grady or whether
Alarist dropped as manna irom heaven into his lape.

Anyway Lipsett welcomed Alcdritt personally and
saw at once the value of his training as & (.M.C.A. physical
director. iHe had Aldritt give the entire vattalion, particularly
lts non-commissioned officers, instruetion in physical “jerks®
and Aldritt’s work in this department was priceless. Later,
Lipsett (one of the few 0.Cs's in the first division w0
acoomplish this) had a trained stafr of physical directors =- |
thanks o0 Aldritt. He had used Aldritit's gkill to advantage
and later sent him t0o the machine guns under the late Lieut.
Col. (then Captain) T. H. Raddle, a former Imperial Marines'
Oftficer. Reddle appreclated Aldritt and leaned on him a 1ot
in consequence.

It was while Aldritt served in the machine guns
that I was best able 10 evaluate his service. Vhen he came our
machine gun unit non-commissioned ofiicers didn't know much
apout their job and, ftor the most part, seemed t0 care less.
Aldritt ceame with enthusiasm for his Jjob. He learned machine~
gun work in brief order and was soon senior machine gun sergeant.
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He was in the reserve during the zaster attiack on
Hill 60, in the Ypres salient, the first 8th Battalion N.C.0. to
smell battle smokee He had two machine guns ana cerews along and,
while not actually engaged, proved steady and a fine example
during that nerve-wracking period ox walting.

However, I didn't appreciate Aldritt until the
faterul 2nd sattle of Ypres. We went into the line on April 20,
1915 -~ a fuesday. on April 22, Yhursday evening, the Germans
releasged thelir first polson gas against our lines -- or at least
against the French Algerians to our left. What happened then
ig history. But I now recite something which, perhaps, has
never been written before. vapt. haddle, maclhiine gun officer,
nad been wounded and I had teken him out on the Wednesday
evening. Aldritt was now 0.C. of a2ll four mgchine guns ~- the
ranking Ne.CeO. with his ofricer knocked out.

Regserves were rushed up to iill the gap made dY
the retirement oif the Algerians. The Toronto 3cottish, a drd
brigade unit, was anchored on our lert between us and the gape.
Our 8th pattalion lett heel was placed in the low ground at the
foot of the Gravenstarfel Ridge which we occupied. Allritt took
the position of danger with the machine guns at the foot of the
ridge. He would do that.

On the Saturday morning the termans tried to clear
all the low ground by sending ovVer more gas. Our 3rd Brigade
unit broke back and there was a gape. Aldritt placed his machine
guns on the new front, which was our exposed flank and denied
that ground to the wermans for nearly 40 hours while our people
behind prepared new ground. [ would not be surprised if the 2nd
Battle of Ypres was saved right there -- the tilting of the scale
0T battle in our favor, as it were. Before that, while the
yellow gas was floating over No Man's Land, Aldritt's machine
guns were vlazing into the gas. He had anficipated that the
Germans were advancing behind it -~ as they were.

Phere were other men on the front that morning --
of course there were. but not vne oi them was colng more useiul
work than alaritt. And, during the engagement he got plenty of
the uerman chlorine gas, make no mistake about that. He had the
constitution of a horse and didn't know when he wasg licked. The
medicel examiners have no record ot Aldritt's exposure that day.
But I believe it nasiened his end and was responsible for his
fanily's loss of their breadwinner. uwhe darned fool never went
to hospital in Germany but his health sufiered. I went 1o
hospital but there is no medical record from there even of my
wounds, gas and treatment. I hadn't what it takes to the gsame
extent as Aldritt.
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On the Sunday night atter we had evacuated our
advanced pesition, Aldritt and his machine guns were back on the
ridge, covering that retirement. When it came time Lor him to
retire he was oui off and taken prisonsr. 'hat was about 8 D.m.
on Sunday, April 25, 1916, [ was with my machine gun down at the
left foot of our line whem L was hit by & machine gun bullet,

I think. I was knocked out and a short time later Aldritt and
Ben Hannsg came along uwnder German escort, and plcked me up,
carrying me to &a dressing station behind the warm&ﬁ lines. They

gaved my life.

Un the way back Aldrltt saild he didn't understand
how he escaped the gas. He had been in the fThick of it and
men had drepped dead all round him or had libgered for a few
hours or days before goinpg off.  Bub he e&e&pe& ~= gpparently

unbermed, so he thought. L 40 not now believe that he escaped

umhaxme&. I belleve that the gasg that day did irreparable damage
%o his heart, which played out prama&&raiy and left his 1am11
with ne Jjust meana of smpp&xa. e :

a&&rxt% @i&aea m e in thet Germen
dressing station and was taken aw Lntprrmnaulon. ?hey
gidn*t get much out of him and his exanple was splendid for
the other prisoners. 4 good volunteer soldier was Bill aldritt.

I heard of him occagionally in Germany. He
ezcaped ftwice, 1 think. Once he escaped from the Munster Camp
and actually succeeded in erossing into Holland, as he thought.
But it turned out later, at s Dubeh~German inguiry, that hs was
gtill in occcupled ﬁelgiﬁm, Cifhe Germans had run thelr border
barbed wire and charged wire barriers a hundred yar&s or S0
inslde the BHelgian xx&n%ler$ When a German guard ordered
Aldritt to sbop after he lad orossed this wira,a rriexr inko
dolland, as he tm&ayhﬁ h@ Keyt Oty ﬁhﬁfguari.s 'ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ&&
him in- Ehﬁ hand « )
wag found 0 be abou t x@ yar&s inaxﬁe tne uﬁrman oeuugled ared.
He was taken back a 'rxaenar But, I am to'a he escaped agalm.
He was gent to the galt m : por camps where
they sent recaleitr nt pri . But hée wag always 1Lamiliﬁy
to them, a stickler for his r%ghﬁa and for those of his
uaaa&i&m and. nratxsh @@mraaagg

it is idle to imagine that Aldritt's experiences
in action, his gassing, his hlgh nervowns excitement while
escaping and being dired at, didn't arfeet his hnealth, particu-
larly nis heart. MYy obwn mearn is bad ana L hadn't the :
regponsibility nor the initiative he &iﬁpxaye&.-',r

7 i have written thus, in &eﬁailg Eﬂyyﬁu% Hajor
Horthwood, beecause L feel that the Pension vYommissioners have
a very difzicult task in these difflceult times when unfalir
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glaims, may, on occasion, make it clear that their duty is to
protect the publie purse from illegal claims. [ have evVery
sympathy with thelir probleém. sut L feel sure that they will
gep, also, the other side of the story; this man (now dead)
with the constitution of & horse, confident that hls health
was pariect after his war service, He made no claims for
penslion. He was confildent that that great boldy which he kepid
g0 Ti%, would care for the wife and the family he was soon %o
soguire. He took on these obligations and L am gure you, and
the Board of Pension vommisgloners, will hold the scales even
as between the publle vurse and that femily. They deserve a
betier fate than to be left to the tender mercies of The world.

1% there is any further iniormation you may
require, Or any turither assigtance 1 can give, please call on
me 8% any time. Aldritt is beyondi our help but nis family's
need 1lves onle LT e AR




